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As early as the 1780s, people who did not
believe in slavery helped escaping slaves move
north. By the 1830s, the anti-slavery movement
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escape was known as the Underground Rallroad.
From 1830 to 1860, the Underground Railroad
supported from 40,000 to 100,000 people

= succeed in escaping slavery.
: A hazardous area of E anklin County brought together a number
100 miles which contained of assets.
the most secretive, : « It offered multiple entry points.
Mt. VenoCemetery. 4 tangled |ines ;Of*the o |t was a key l?catior\ immediately north of
Rev. Thomas Burl, born W s o Undergf&un’d Railroad." the Mason Dixon Line.

i nd died a
n slavft:x ?nan. Locust Grove Cemetery

In Shippensburg,
23 USCT are

interred at Locust
Grove Cemetery.

Continue on Rt, 997, bear right on

Route 30 and turn left i i
g into Caledonia

The next stop was Caledoni

by Thaddeus Stevens. Abou:c3 égr?:;i}: &
of color lived near Greenwood. Robert :
B'E?Ck, another captain of the Underground
Railroad worked with William Hammett, the

superintendent of the jro
nworks t
them onto Pine g

Grove furnace
to Mt. Holly
gprings or to
oiling Springs.
If this rouece ?
was not safe,
escapees could
be moved to
Gettysburg.

o It had the protections of mountains, forests,
and caves plus substantial free black
populations throughout the county.

- Charles Blockson
about Franklin County

Canada 1

New York = SOUTH MOUNTA,N
ROAD TO FREEDOM

Harrisburg e

Escaping enslaved used the Potomac River to

move north, departing near Knoxville. Once

on land, they used the shelter of the South

Mountain, moving toward Boonsborosnd
mithsburg and then into the Waynesboro area.

% L momins e | i ?his routegruns along the South Mountain range.

S Ringgold Pike (MD 418) crosses the Mason Dixon

: i te
866.646.8060 1717.552.2977 e e Sndbecp =l RiE U
ExploreFranklinCountyPA.com 2
Facebook.com/FCVBen | Twitter.com/FCVB
Instagram.com/franklincountytourism

Philadelphia =

Shipp‘ensburg

Mercersbur: :
i 9 o Rouzerville

Mason Dixon

Plan your group tour today!



It was not by ha

PPenstance that abolitionist John Brown chose Chambersburg
, as his supply base and northern staging area for his Raid on Harpers Ferry.
AT &' M Chambersburg had excellent access to rail angd satisfied his
These Abolitionists and |

location that was still ¢l
the summer of 1859, B
Kagi and John Cook, s
Ritner on East King Str

need for a northern

o deploy his plan. In
sociates, including John Henry
g house of Mary

’
' aleps thoughout Tawkliv County.
MW d@pd | ctivity in
ican involved in anti-slavery a
e i African-American invo ies of escaped slaves.
et St”'l les acr;mpiled a catalogue Of, the_ Storlein(igeer of Eccounts.
Philadelphs- ea pears as a central location m;cr)\j h his daughter, ist, also. His job as a conductor of
iy urlgianounty connection to Stilis t r: Wgho was born and raised the Cumberland Valley Railroad provided an €asy opportunity to conceal escaped
Anof‘h_e" \F/ri?;”ia Still married Matthew ﬁnjel’:gn lwrote his biography, he slaves in the trains heading north to Harrisburg, Philadelphia, or New York.
Virginia. Matthew Ander -
. PA. When »
in Franklin County )
" the earliest
recalled, "Among
impressions made upon my f
childish mind were the talesg
horror about the South told by
the fleeing fugitive as hi lay ”;
7 ewa
ret enclosure of my father's e V;’:Lirrﬁnothy \ .
- SeCled " Matthew Andersonsfa;'thtzlrW Ridge Road I - =N\
concealed. iEndon _ 3 — :
owned 58 acres RPN e,
ﬁndérsor:\’cva\l?tcl)e area of Franklin County PA and fro Anderson Housg'r:::::;t,le who hid
LICADIES i n hear
account helped escaping slaves. Andersol e

0se enough to the south for Brown t
rown and several of his as
tayed at the boardin
eet in Chambersbur

¥

More Freedom Routes

The Mercersburg black

Just eight miles over th
number of

population was the largest in Franklin County.

e Mason-Dixon Line, Mercersburg offered a

urg, along present-day Route 11.
From Shippensburg,

escapees made their
Philadelphia, New Yo
In Chambersburg,

way to Carlisle, Harrisburg,
a historic marker on

-

ercersburg. From here, they
traveled to Chambersburg to the safe houses along current day
l g Route 30, and then to Shi

rk state and onto tot

al freedom in Canada.
e Some escaped slaves settled along Fayette Street in Mercersburg
The Mary Ritner House, located on  The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church, believed to be part
3l Square marks the Underground East King Street in Chambersburg,  of 11 Underground Railroad, was located in this neighborhood as is
: ¥ | Memorial Squ f Chambersburg. A was the supply base for abolitionist the Zion Union Cemetery, where many USCT are buried.
AR Railroad activity Ob “sburg’s black citizens John Brown before his Raid of
1 e number of ghaaeeUnderground Railroad.
participated in

through tion
sited T ' ion of black popula
i T concentration O
mﬂ“{%&@m&’zﬁfmm i in the South Ward. Henry Watson,
= e 5 h Winters, an
= a local barber, and Josep e
i thor, were two
nventor and au ko
|a ents of the Underground Rallrota'\n
gr\tal in the Chambersburg meeting

las in the months before the Raid of

Harpers Ferry.

Franklin County’s key location put it front
and center along the road to freedom.

and railways that connected the state to Richm

exit point from the sout
Watson and Winters were instrume

of John Brown and Frederick Doug
Harpers Ferry.

he tangle of waterways
peake Region make it an obvious
ore than 16,000 blacks and by
gitive to expect to find a community

am; Pennsylvania: A History of the

ond, Baltimore, and the Chesa
h. Finally by the 1800s, Pennsylvania was home to m
1830 that number had tripled, making the state g logical place for a fy
to blend in and begin a new way of life. (Miller, Randall & Pencak, Willi
Commonwealth, 2002)

first African-American fiek? 8\;ﬁceL :\rijrg
- !
’ in the South Ward of Cha
rs growing up in the Sout because he
- Waf, E?ntﬂ:z:hﬁal\ﬂagrtin Delany fled \Qrglgli atilchl)(cS)yby Virginia
Along with nis ! hichiwas prohi ited to
ite, whic : ed from \
learned to read(j?ivr::other were free from birth. Hde m:Vdoctor, el
g o hk? ant |Pittsburgh atage 19 and excelled as
Chambersburg to

and active abolitionist. -

Martin Delany, who became the

Franklin County PA was an epicenter of Underground Railroad activity.




